
 
The Alumni Council

aug 19 alumni Bowl Bears vs Cum

OCt 13 Career Day

OCt 20 Homecomming game

OCt 23 golf tournament

NOv 11 art Fair

CLaSS of 77, 40th Reunion, Mexico City

The Alumni Council’s 
objective is to connect our thriving 
alumni in creative ways so we can active-
ly and efficiently contribute to the ASF com-
munity. Organized in committees, our efforts 
to empower, recognize and gather our tribe 
result in various initiatives that enrich our 
participation. 

During the past months, the Council has wel-
comed more than 20 new members. This ex-
pansion and show of commitment guides us 
to formalize the association and further or-
ganize our mission, vision and objectives. We 
are proud bears, with the fierce commitment 
to give back.  

Daniela Escalante ’02 
Editor in Chief

ExEcutivE committEE
President: Mauricio argüelles ’00
vice President: Nicolás Santacruz ’03
Secretary: Daniela Escalante ’02
treasurer: Rodrigo gutiérrez ’98

committEEs and staff mEmbErs

Governance committee 
Claudia Debler ’95, Chair
alexia Camil ’00 
Daniela Escalante ’02
León Merikanskas ’93
Mariana veytia ’01
Mariel Calderon ’06
Mauricio arguelles ’02
Nicolás Santacruz ’03
Rodrigo gutierrez ’98
Santiago Kneeland ’98

art committee

alexia Camil: ’00, Chair  
andrea Cesarman ’86
Carlos garcía Noriega ’02
Daniela Escalante ’02
Elias Kalach ’11

Stephanie gil ’00
teddy Nanes ’11

HostinG committee

Rodrigo gutiérrez ’97, Chair
galia Frenkel ’02
Mariana veytia ’01 
Michelle troice ’01
Saskia Niño de Rivera ’06
Sofía Silva ’02
Stephanie gil ’00

media committee

Daniela Escalante ’02, Chair
andrés Barrios ’01 
Janet Huerta ’01 
Sofía Silva ’02

speaker committee

Nicolás Santacruz ’03, Chair
Julio Salazar ’03 
vania Niño de Rivero ’04

If you want to be a member of the 
Alumni Council, let us know  
alumni@asf.edu.mx

Poetry Reading 
Students from Repentino. magazine and the alumni Office began 
the habit of poetry readings in the upper Library during after school. 
On January 12, the group hosted poet and alumna Diana anhalt (’59). 
Students, alumni, faculty, staff and Board members gathered to listen 
to her reading. to read the full review, visit the following Focus article: 
http://www.asf.edu.mx/focus/~post/an-afternoon-of-poetry-20170131

Film Making
Joseph Hemsani (’02), writer and director, released his feature film 
“Mientras el lobo no está”. the movie tells the story of a young teen 
and his misfit group of friends who try to escape from a strict board-
ing school that holds dangerous secrets.

Pixza-Winner of Social Franchise
Social entrepreneur alejandro Souza (’05), founder and CEO of Pix-
za, was recognized as “Winner of Social Franchise” in the Internation-
al Franchise association Convention. Pixza is a social project that sells 
pizza with Mexican ingredients in order to staff and reintegrate young 
Mexicans in less-than-optimal social conditions. 
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COMING EVENTS

 

The American School Foundation received a very generous donation in the amount of $314,860 USD from 
alumna Rosemary Gwynn which set the benchmark on alumni giving. The first scolarship in perpetuity was 
established in her name.

Rosemary Gwynn was born in 1942 in San Antonio, Texas, to Robert and Elizabeth Gwynn as their fifth 
child. She was the family darling among her siblings: U.S. career diplomats - Robert P. Gwynn of Sykesville, 
Md. and John B. Gwynn of Culpeper; international businessman James M. Gwynn of Austin and sister Ei-
leen Dagit of Merion, Pa.

She and her siblings spent their childhood abroad (mainly in Mexico) as her father had a high profile career 
with the National City Bank of New York, now Citigroup. She attended The American School Foundation in 
Mexico City, as did her brothers and sister and two nieces, many of whom are still active with the ASF alum-
ni organization.

She was raised Catholic and graduated from Dumbarton College in Washington, D.C. in 1964 (no longer in 
operation) which was administered by the Sisters of the Holy Cross.

Ms. Gwynn was known for exuding a positive attitude and caring spirit. After college, she remained in the D.C. 
area. She worked for the American Association of University Professors and the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace, among others. She retired in the late 1980s. She was a companion and caretaker for her wid-
owed mother until her death in 1984.

In her retirement, she pursued her love of skiing through her association with the Washington Area Ski Club, in-
cluding a stint as president, and her avid interest in tennis with several local tennis associations. She lived life to 
the fullest and had a profound love of travel and traveled extensively throughout her life. She met Phil Gallo, who 
became a beloved long-term companion for 21 years.

She was a very charitable person. She contributed annually to several charities.

Rosemary and Phil set up a charitable gift fund in 2003 with an unexpected inheritance she had received. It was a well-planned philanthropic instrument 
with the interest in promoting many non-profits (including both Catholic and other organizations) that were a part of Rosemary’s life in the Washington, 
D.C. area and in Mexico.

Ms. Gwynn died of a heart attack on April 6, 2007 at the early age of 64, leaving behind family members and her companion Phil Gallo.

Bequests like Rosemary and Phil’s are one of the most meaningful sources of funds for the ministries of many non-profits. In fact, it is through the advanced 
planning and generosity that these nonprofits are blessed to continue working with their needy clientele. Funds generated through planned gifts are devot-
ed to current funding needs as well as capital projects. Nonprofits rely on legacy gifts, which often arrive just in time to pay unexpected expenses that are 
outside their regular budget.

Rosemary Gwynn

Deborah Dana (’01)  gave birth to her 
fourth bundle of joy, Nicolás Weiss Dana, on 
april 4. 

Nicolas Santacruz (’03) and his wife 
ana Beatriz Henriquez gave birth to their 
second child, alicia, on Dec. 14, 2016. 
Santiago, the eldest, was born on Nov. 
03, 2014. the Santacruz Henriquez family 
currently lives in Mexico City.

Congratulations to a couple of old-timers 
Verónica Caso (’00) and Ruy Villamil 
(’00) on the arrival of Nico villamil Caso, a 
beautiful baby girl born on December 27, 
2016. 

Baby
ears

DonationS to aSF
Annual Fund
Adele Goldschmied
Ernesto Javier Silva Almaguer
Fernando Antonio Pacheco 
Lippert
Jeffrey A Lahnow
John Anthony Santa María
Milano Furuta
Moguel Family
Otazua

Pledges
Arturo Olvera Vega
Arturo Russek Ehrenwald
Barreto Espantoso Family
Luis Eugenio Alvarado Mejía
Uriarte Jiménez Family

Perpetuity Scholarship
Rosemary Gwynn

Capital Fund
Martínez Hernández Family
María Gabriela Ocampo

Endowment Fund
Fundación Legorreta Hernández
Thank you for the Ballet 
Folklórico de Amalia Hernández 

In-Kind donations
Adele Goldschmied
Alberto Rivera Torres 
Alejandro Diez Barroso
Carlos García Noriega
Debora Vertiz
Javier Holsneider
Leslie Gatica
Melissa Veytia
Robert Craig
Víctor Campomanes

Virtual Race Donations 
Alex Debler
Alexia Camil
Alumni Council
Andrés Barrios
Claudia Paola Debler
Daniela Escalante
Edna Berentsen
Elizabeth Susan Viernes
Erik Nar Gutiérrez
María Gabriela Ocampo
Mariana Veytia
Mark Richard Debler
Mauricio Argüelles
Melina Casco
Michelle Troice
Nanci Silva
Nelson Ocampo
Nicolás Santacruz
Nora Beatriz Ramírez
Pablo Saez
Patricia Ruth Debler
Rodrigo Gutiérrez
Sofía Silva

It is with great regret that we inform you that former ASF nurse 
Mary Ann Mosti Stenger passed on Feb. 28, 2017.

In Loving Memory
Angélica Díaz (’03) and Joaquín 
amparán united their lives on February 
25th, 2017 in Mexico City. they were 
accompanied by friends and family in a 
beautiful wedding celebration. after the 
special event they went to Italy for their 
honeymoon.

ViRtUaL RaCe: 
thank you so much to everyone who participated during the virtual Race 2017, funds 
raised results $557,620. aSF alumni won first place as the top Runner with a total 
amount of $56,194 pesos raised. Your participation will make a direct impact on 5 stu-
dents who will receive 50% scholarship. thank you for giving back to our school who 
gave us so much knowledge and life lasting friends. Next virtual Race will begin Febru-
ary 22, 2018 during Founders Day Ceremony. 

http://run.asf.edu.mx/

FaReWeLL! 
Human Capital, with help from Clemen aguilar and Paloma velez, put together a breakfast to celebrate and thank retired aSF teachers. 

News

RePentino 
Repentino, the upper School magazine club, invited in the Spring 
award-winning young-adult fiction author Neal Shusterman to the 
american School Foundation to give talks to different grade levels 
about the inspiration for his novels. He also answered various student 
questions.

He grew up in Brooklyn, New York and studied his junior and senior year 
at aSF, generation 1980.

Neal then went to uC Irvine and was not only able to get his first book 
deal but also write a movie script a year after his graduation.

the awards he received include those from the International Read-
ing association and the american Library association, as well as local 
awards. He won the 2008 California Young Reader Medal for the Schwa 
Was Here and received both the National Book award and the Boston 
globe–Horn Book award for his novel Challenger Deep in 2015. Many of 
Shusterman’s books are science-fiction but he doesn’t prioritize on sole-
ly on that; he also includes psychological perspectives, since he studied 
such subject in university. His latest published work is Scythe, which was 
published on November 22, 2016. His books are thrilling, full of truth in 
unreal worlds.

aboUt aSF taLkS 
aSF talks, inspired by alumni and for alumni, is an event that brings to-
gether the whole aSF community to connect ideas and inspire changes 
on a personal and professional level, through the presentation and pro-
motion of innovative and successful projects carried out in Mexico and 
in the world by aSF alumni. We aim to reunite valuable talent, inspire our 
community to become role models, and enrich networking. Sustainabil-
ity pertains us all, and we are confident that with the correct information 
and direction, our school can help shape habits and initiatives that create 
a meaningful impact.

Speakers adressed from different points of view and industries how to 
achieve greener solutions for global problems. the upper School stu-
dents worked with alumni art Committee to build a pavillion where they 
expressed themselves as agents of change: seeing the impact of our ac-
tions as necessary step toward becoming accountable of their conse-
quences. a sustainable world is one in which every individual takes re-
sponsability for the space they inhabit.

Save the date for our 4th edition of aSF talks:
February 22, 2018

thank you to this year’s aSF talks Sponsors

aLUMni RetURn to aSF FoR 
a Day oF SPoRt
More than 140 former aSF students gathered 
on Saturday, May 13, to play in more than 30 
soccer matches. Both male and female teams 
came together on a sunny morning to show off 
their skills and build community on the upper 
School field. after an exhausting day’s football, 
alumni enjoyed food and drink provided by our 
generous sponsors.

SenioR aWaRDS CeReMony
Congratulations to Sisel gelman and Eduar-
do Rihan.

the alumni Spirit award is an acknowledge-
ment to the senior students who:

• display school spirit by participating in 
aSF activities

• set an example that reflects positively on 
aSF and its students

• have made an outstanding contribution 
to the School

•  are likely to remain involved with aSF 
after graduation.   

CaPPinG CeReMony
Now a tradition, Capping Ceremony is one of 
the most anticipated events for the Seniors. 
they have the opportunity to choose one aSF 
Faculty or employee that had a significant im-
pact during their school years, a mentor to 
publicly fix their caps and gowns in preparation 
for graduation Day. alexia Camil Class 2000 
welcomed seniors to the aSF alumni associa-
tion, and on Be half of the alumni Council gave 
each student a personalized pen as a gift.

CoMMenCeMent CeReMony

at Commencement Carlos Rojo, class of 1989, CEO pf grupo Interac-
ciones, welcomed the audience and encourage the students to keep 
moving in live with its obsticules and joyful moments living bye the aSF 
values.

“go out and change the world, and never be intimidated by such 
audacious idea, never listen to those who say you can’t, 

because the truth is that yes you can. 
I wish for you a life of purpose, meaning, happiness,  

fulfillment and passion.”

“I encourage you to tap into this communi-
ty and reap the benefits of having the same 
mindset. the aSF alumni will always go the 

extra mile for another alumni.”

RUn FoR eDUCation
On Sunday March 5, more than a thousand people braved the cool early 
morning air of Mexico City to stretch their legs for a cause.

aSF’s annual Run for Education saw competitors of all ages walk, jog 
and race around the school, neighboring streets, and part of Chapulte-
pec park. a new event, the three kilometer walk, kicked off the day’s run-
ning at 7:00 a.m. Walkers were followed 20 minutes later by runners in 

the main event, completing a course of 5 or 10 kilometers. While runners 
continued to cross the finish line, the upper School field hosted cycling 
classes, stretches, food stands, kids’ races, and of course the prize giv-
ing ceremony.

https://youtu.be/giWLBcuGmRY

thanks to this year’s sponsors

Throw 
back

the Scoop, the School newspaper, during 
1949 staff members managed to print 12 
copies.

Where are you?

“If you would like to participate in our upcoming Career Day Oct 13 let us know” 5227-4966 

“If you are looking for someone in our community, use this space to let them know” www.asf.edu.mx/gazette

Reunions

attEntion classEs of 

if so, let the alumni office know so that
we can help you promote it in the alumni Gazette, facebook and 

everywhere.

arE you planninG a 

rEunion???

2012

5th

1997

20th

2007

10th

1992

25th

2002

15th

1987... 1967!

30th... 50th

Tying the 
knot

http://www.asf.edu.mx/focus/~post/an-afternoon-of-poetry-20170131
http://run.asf.edu.mx/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAmFMM5UiNA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTnc-r-mdKE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VJtr_2cehs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7uygtj0GBI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jEPR2icuXA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jEPR2icuXA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UvPWybtd1U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTpCKfprWSU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPcCG33No6s&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPcCG33No6s&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/giWLBcuGmRY
http://www.asf.edu.mx/gazette

